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a ... Communications Commission

Response to Notice of Proposal to issue a Class Licence for Mobile
Communications on Aircraft (issued 20 May 2019)!

The Communications Commission (the Commission) issued a Notice that it was
minded to issue a class licence in respect of Mobile Communications on Aircraft .
Comments were invited on the proposal and the draft licence.

Only one detailed response was received which was from SES S.A (see below). SES
were supportive of the proposal and the issuance of a class licence. SES also
requested that a the Commission made an exception to the rule that operations are
restricted to above 3000 metres for Wi-Fi that doesn’t use licensed cellular services.
Such an exception would require a change to the relevant UK legislation extended to
the Island. The Commission were of the opinion that a sufficient case had not been
made at this time to deviate from the position in the UK secondary legislation at this
time.

The class licence issued under s.5 of the Telecommunications Act 1984 (of Tynwald)
is now in force and is available on the Licensing page of this website.

24 July 2019

The Communications Commission

L https://www.iomcc.im/media/1319/notification-proposal-and-draft-class-licence-mobile-communications-
on-aircraft-may-2019.pdf



SES Comments to Commission MCA Proposal 3 June 2019

SES*
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Mz Sue Strang

Chief Oparating Officer

Isle of Man Communicafions Commission
Murray House

Mount Havelodk

Douglas, kslaof Man M1 2SF

United Kingdom

3 June 2019

Subject Consultation Conceming Issuance of a Class Licenoa for Mobile Communicafions on Aircraft

DearMs. Strang,

5ES 5 A (hereafter refemed to as "5EST), on bahalf of its various United Kingdom inferests induding
wholly-owned subsidiaries SES ASTRA UK, Lid, SES Satelliles (Gibraltar) Ltd. SES Sateliite Leasing
Lidin the isle of Man, and O3b Limited, hereby submits its comments the Communications Commis
sion's proposal (the "Proposal’) concerning issuance of a Class Licence which would panmit operaiors
o offiar mobile communications on aincraft.

SES is aleading provider of fied satelite services in Europe, the Americas, Asia and Africa, witha
fieet of over 50 satelffies in geostationary Earth orbit and 20 satelites in medium Earth arbit
("MEC"). Several SES saeites — including the 03 MED consielation — are operated under LK.
ITU saielite filings, many are lsunched pursuant to UK launch authaddty, many have UK. -manusc-
tured satelifte components, and many ane insured by UK. enfifes. SES is a provider of a wide varaty
of important satelfite services to customers in the UK. induding for diredt-to-home services, satelite
news gathering, privaie networks, broadband services, aero and maritime senéces, and mos. For
more than a decade, SES has been an important prowider of sateliite capacity in the UK. market. In
particular, approximately sixteen (16 milion UK. households receive telvision sanices via SES
spacecratt aifher direclly through direct-to-home services or via feeds to cable head ends.
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We further note the restriciion o operations above 3,000 metres to protect terrestrial sendces. We
wiould request that the Communicafions Commission make an exception to this rule for WiFi that does

¥ ours Sincerely,
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